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Dear Colleagues and Friends,
It is our pleasure to welcome you here in Vienna to the 
first meeting of our FANTOM doctoral network. We are 
very happy that Suzanne Turner, who is the coordinator 
of this program, has again made it possible that we 
all can meet here and work together on childhood 
lymphoma. The FANTOM is real and full of life!

In particular, I want to welcome our esteemed scientific 
advisory committee and the keynote speakers, who 
have come a long way to join us here in Vienna. To put 
the spotlight on our newly hired students they will 
together with their PIs introduce the projects on the 
first day of the meeting and on the second day our 
affiliated companies will describe their contribution to 
the network. But what stands behind the FANTOM?

Future of Anaplastic Large Cell Lymphoma: 
Novel Therapies, Origins, Bio-Markers and 
Mechanisms of Resistance.

With the aim to improve the life of lymphoma patients in 
the future and to support young scientists in the early 
phases of their career I think we pursue important goals 
and are sending the right signal, especially in a time 
where science denialism seems to gain more and  
more attention. 

I do wish you all a GREAT meeting

Olaf Merkel

Thursday, 30th November
10.00 am – 12.00 pm
Data Management (obligatory for students) 
Jessica Einzinger, Christiane Galhaup, MedUni Vienna, 
Austria

12.00 – 12.30 pm
Arrival and light lunch

12.30 – 1.00 pm
Opening remarks and organisational details
Suzanne Turner, Masaryk University, Brno,  
Czech Republic
Olaf Merkel, Gerda Egger, Lukas Kenner, MedUni  
Vienna/University Hospital Vienna, Austria

1.00 – 1.30 pm
Plenary Talk 1
Immune-reactivation by senescence
Marcus Ruscetti, University of Massachusetts, Chan 
Medical School, Boston, USA

Project Introductions 1
1.30 – 1.45 pm
Suzanne Turner and student, Masaryk University, Brno, 
Czech Republic

1.45 – 2.00 pm
Olaf Merkel and student, MedUni Vienna/University 
Hospital Vienna, Austria

2.00 – 2.15 pm
Coffee Break

2.15 – 2.30 pm
Gerda Egger and student, MedUni Vienna/University 
Hospital Vienna, Austria

2.30 – 2.45 pm 
Lukas Kenner and student, MedUni Vienna/University 
Hospital Vienna, Austria

Scientific Advisory Committee 

3.00 – 3.20 pm
Biology of ALCL
Mariusz Wasik, Fox Chase Cancer Center,  
Philadelphia, USA

3.20 – 3.40 pm
Clinical Landscape of ALCL 
Charlotte Rigaud, Gustave Roussy Cancer Campus, 
Paris-Saclay University, Villejuif, France

3.40 – 4.00 pm
Proteogenomic strategies for elucidating oncogenic 
role of fusion kinase-driven ALCL 
Megan Lim, Memorial sloan Kettering Cancer Center, 
New York, USA

4.00 – 4.15 pm
Coffee Break



Project Introductions 2

4.15 – 4.30 pm
Lena Ilert and student, University Clinic, Munich, Germany

4.30 – 4.45 pm
Wilhelm Woessmann/ Christiane Damm-Welk and  
student, University Clinic Hamburg-Eppendorff,  
Germany

4.45 – 5.00 pm
Claudia Voena/Roberto Chiarle and student, 
University of Torino, Italy 

5.00 – 5.15 pm
Luca Mologni, Carlo Gambacorti-Passerini and  
student, University of Milano-Biccoca, Italy

5.15 – 5.30 pm
Sarka Pospisilova and student, Masaryk University, 
Czech Republic

5.30 – 5.45 pm
Lara Mussolin and student, University of Padova, Italy

5.45 – 6.00 pm
Coffee Break

6.00 – 7.00 pm
Optional: Tour of the Josephinum 
Historic anatomical wax models

7.00 pm
Concerto and Aperitivo
Alexandra Goloubitskaia, Pianist, Vienna, Austria  
in the Lecture Hall, followed by Dinner in the Library
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Josephinum
Collections of the Medical University of Vienna, 
Waehringer Str. 25, 1090 Vienna

Please register at the FANTOM Homepage 
www.meduniwien.ac.at/fantom
until November 15th. Registration is obligatory.
No registration fee required.

The FANTOM project is a MSCA Doctoral Network and 
received funding from the European Union Horizon 2021 
under grant agreement number 101072735.

In Cooperation with

Friday, 1st December
9.00 – 9.30 am
Plenary Talk 2
Schrödinger meets Biology 
Oldamur Holloczki, Debrecen University, Hungary

Partner Organisations 

9.30 – 9.45 am
Iris Grünert, Biolution, Vienna, Austria 

9.45 – 10.00 am
Brigitte Gschmeidler, Open Science, Vienna, Austria

10.00 – 10.15 am
Johannes Hackethal, THT Biomaterials, Vienna

10.15 – 10.30 am
Gregor Hörmann, Münchner Leukämielabor GmbH, 
Munich, Germany

10.30 – 10.45 am
Coffee Break

Science and Partner Organisations

10.45 – 11.05 am
Science's ultimate test:
New lymphoma therapeutics in the clinic
Philipp Staber, MedUni Vienna/University Hospital 
Vienna, Austria 
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11.05 – 11.25 am
Uncovering disease mechanisms and targeted  
therapies in hepatosplenic T cell lymphoma
Heidi Neubauer, University of Veterinary Medicine, 
Vienna, Austria

11.25 – 11.40 am
European Hematology Association
Francesco Cerisoli, The Hague, The Netherlands

10.40 am – 12.00 pm
Organisational Remarks 
Suzanne Turner, Training Program Jitka Blažková,  
Masaryk University, Czech Republic

12.00 – 1.00 pm
Light Lunch 

1.00 – 3.00 pm
Health and Well-Being (obligatory for students)
Daniela Haluza, MedUni Vienna, Austria

3.00 pm
End

Organising Committee
Olaf Merkel, Gerda Egger
MedUni Vienna/University Hospital Vienna, Austria
Lukas Kenner 
MedUni Vienna/University Hospital Vienna and  
University of Veterinary Medicine Vienna, Austria
Suzanne Turner 
University of Cambridge, United Kingdom and 
Masaryk University, Brno, Czech Republic


